	Week-At-A-Glance

	9 

SWBAT explain the history of high schools, and contrast the perspectives of the education constructionists and eugenicists.

SWBAT formulate a research question.


	10 

SWBAT identify NCLB’s perspective on problem and solution of public education.

SWBAT create a research plan.
	11 

SWBAT identify Weingarten’s perspective on problem and solution of public education.

SWBAT use a database to search for books and articles on a given topic.

SWBAT perform internet-based searches for pertinent information.
	12 

SWBAT identify Rhee’s perspective on problem and solution of public education. (Group Reading Project)

SWBAT scan articles for main idea, in order to determine relevance.
	13 

Quiz: History of public schools

Perspectives of key players

Research methods—using table of contents and indices to find relevant information

	Teacher:
	Jen Reyes

Anna Staab

Kim Weber
	Class #
	829
	Lesson Plan Date:
	3/9/09
	Periods and Hours
	1-2

	Lesson Flow
	· Independent Reading

· Mini-Lesson: The Battle for your Mind!

· Guided Practice: Dewey vs. Bobbitt

· Independent Practice: Contrasting influence

· Share

· Free Write


INDEPENDENT READING

8:50-9:10

	Student
	Conference Topic

	Jose
	F&P Running Record, goal-setting

	Lindsey
	Book Talk: Miracle Worker?

	Chaynna
	Setting reading goals: Challenge books

	Casey
	F&P Running Record, goal-setting

	Karema
	Tone in Boy in the Striped Pajamas

	Guided Reading Group
	Reading Strategy

	Pride & Prejudice
	Self-directed learning


WORKSHOP PLAN

	AIM:
	STANDARD ADDRESSED:

	How do I scan an article to determine whether the main idea is relevant to my research question?
	ELA1.08.RE1.02: Students apply thinking skills, such as define, classify, and infer, to interpret data, facts, and ideas from informational texts.

	TIME
	MINI-LESSON
	MS. STAAB & MS. WEBER
	MS. REYES
	MATERIALS

 

	1:45-1:50

	Vocabulary

Scan: To skim quickly through a text, focusing on clues such as text features, in order to find meaning
· In order to complete this research project, you will need to look at many possible sources of information, and find the ones that are relevant to you.
· You can save time by scanning through an article to decide if it is going to be relevant.
· First, look at text features (title, subheadings, pictures, captions, and graphics) to try to identify main idea.
· Then read through the first two paragraphs and the last paragraph of the article. Do you know what the main idea is?
· If the main idea is relevant to your question, read the whole thing, and annotate what you read.

	Explaining key points
	Supporting JE
	Notes handout

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Listening and taking notes
	
	
	

	
	GUIDED PRACTICE
	
	
	

	1:50-2:15

	Tables will be split

Table 1:

Jomely/Jomary will read Toughest Job

Mercedez/Casey will read Testing Tyranny

Table 2: Chaynna/Chariie will read Toughest Job Yira/Jamie will read Testing

Table 3: Marty, Jose, & Miguel will all read Testing

Table 4: Jacob & Njeri will read Testing, Samantha/Gaby will read Toughest Job

Table 5: Carlene Testing, Judith toughest job

Table 6: Lindsey & Takia testing, Karema & Dashawnae Toughest Job
	Totals: 

Toughest Job: 9

Testing Tyranny: 10

4 glossed op-eds (Yira, Jamie, Jorelize, Adam)


	Working with Adam’s table and Marty’s table


	Notes handouts



	
	INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
	
	
	

	2:15-2:20

	Answer questions based on assigned article


	
	Working with JE or NJ
	

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Writing
	
	
	

	
	SHARE
	
	
	

	2:20-2:30

	Fill in answers on board (Adam can scribe using answer key)
	SLANTING
	SLANTING
	

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	One voice
	
	
	


WRITING WORKSHOP PLAN

	AIM:
	STANDARD ADDRESSED:

	How do I annotate my articles to help me locate relevant facts, arguments and quotations?
	ELA1.08.RE1.02: Students apply thinking skills, such as define, classify, and infer, to interpret data, facts, and ideas from informational texts.

	TIME
	MINI-LESSON
	MS. STAAB & MS. WEBER
	MS. REYES
	MATERIALS

 

	1:45-1:50

	Vocabulary

Annotate: To write notes on a book or article in order to help your understanding of the text, or to highlight parts of the text that are relevant to your research question.

Key Points

· Once you have decided that an article is relevant to your research question, you need to read the whole thing carefully.

· As you read, keep your research question in mind. Look for sentences or paragraphs that help answer your question, or provide evidence for your opinion.

· Underline, highlight, or post-it the relevant passages.


	Explaining key points
	Supporting JE
	Notes handout

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Listening and taking notes
	
	
	

	
	GUIDED PRACTICE
	
	
	

	1:50-2:15

	Pretend you are answering the question: “Do standardized tests measure a student’s full potential?” Read the following paragraph from “Stop the Standardized Test Tyranny.” Underline, highlight, or post-it any information or arguments that you think will help you answer that question.


	Supporting Jorelise, Miguel, Adam


	Working with Adam’s table and Marty’s table


	Notes handouts



	
	INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
	
	
	

	2:15-2:20

	Time allowing: Read through the articles you have collected and begin annotating. Students can begin collecting all their materials in sheet protectors.


	Distributing sheet protectors
	Working with JE or NJ
	Sheet protectors

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Writing
	
	
	

	
	SHARE
	
	
	

	2:20-2:30

	Fill in answers on board (Adam can scribe using answer key)
	SLANTING
	SLANTING
	

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	One voice
	
	
	


Name:
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Scanning for Main Idea
Unit 7, Day 12.1

Aim: _________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Scanning: To ____________________________________ through a text, focusing on clues such as text features, in order to ____________________________________.
Key Points
· In order to complete this research project, you will need to look at many possible sources of information, and _________________________________________________________ to you.
· You can save time by __________________________________ through an article to decide if it is going to be _____________________.
· First, look at _______________________________ (title, subheadings, pictures, captions, and graphics) to try to identify _______________________.
· Then read through the ____________________________________ and the _________________
· _____________________ of the article. Do you know what the main idea is?
· If the main idea is relevant to your question, _________________________________________, and annotate what you read.
Guided Practice

Read the following article excerpt. This article is going to be relevant to one of the research questions listed below. After scanning the article, decide whether you think it is relevant to Question A or Question B.

Question A: What makes a good teacher?

Question B: Do tests measure students’ full potential?
Stop the Standardized Test Tyranny

Standardized testing is a poor way to judge how well schools educate their students. Pro or con? 

Pro: An Overhyped Snapshot 
by Greg Fish
[image: image1.jpg]PRO




Here’s an idea. Rather than analyze student GPAs (students’ average grades) to track long-term performance, let’s create a set of standardized tests and make school budgets depend on how well their pupils do. What if Johnny or Suzie has a bad day and doesn’t answer enough questions correctly? Well, we’ll just cut the school’s funding. That’ll improve education standards in this country.

Or maybe not. Standardized tests like the ones developed on a state-by-state basis under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), are random snapshots that evaluate every student based on the same set of criteria. That may be fine for inspecting machines, but humans are good at different things and have different talents. A one-size-fits-all test is no substitute for looking at the overall academic accomplishments of a student.

Even worse, connecting the fate of the school and staff salaries to the results of these generic tests gives teachers a strong incentive (reason, motivation) to just teach the test and sacrifice classes that could help their pupils figure out their talents and what they want to study in college. So not only do students end up just studying a test during their education, but their results are not a good measure of their abilities since they’re being specifically coached. It also invites cheating on the part of teachers and unsavory (immoral, unfair) moves by administrators such as pushing out underachieving students to raise their schools’ average scores.

Finally, it’s much more likely that underfunded schools lacking in teachers and textbooks will be the ones scoring lowest. They already don’t have the money to teach, and now they’ll have even less. While we leave no child behind on paper, we’re wreaking havoc on the education system with our misplaced trust in standardized testing.
Con: Perpetuating an Unfair Cycle
[image: image2.jpg]




By the time students graduate from schools and go on to post-secondary education, we expect them to know certain basics. They need to be able to answer math, reading comprehension, writing, and general science questions at a certain grade level, or the school did a substandard (below standard) job of educating them. While GPAs are important criteria for measuring long-term academic achievement, they can’t tell us how well students know the basics required or if they will perform well in colleges and at any job without having to take remedial classes to catch up to other students.

If schools decide to teach the test instead of letting students explore their options and talents, it should be taken as a sign that the district has made a valid choice to adhere to (follow) a different set of priorities than those of both students and parents. There’s no reason the basics being measured on the test can’t be learned in parallel with pupils’ self-exploration. A teach-the-test-policy is not necessarily a red flag for a potential problem.

It’s true that already underfunded schools will have a higher likelihood of failing the test, and it seems cruel to cut funding to a struggling district. However, when administrators are reminded that the survival of the school depends on their ability to make sure children are getting a good education that will be a firm foundation for their later academic and career achievements, they’ll be more persuaded to focus all their efforts on making sure that students know the basics. Giving them even more money without any sign of improvement just lets them know that it’s okay if they fail to do their duty—they will get their cash anyway.

Opinions and conclusions expressed in the BusinessWeek.com Debate Room do not necessarily reflect the views of BusinessWeek, BusinessWeek.com, or The McGraw-Hill Companies.
1. What is the main idea of this article?__________________________________ ___________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who do you think is the intended audience for this article? Who do the authors think will read it and use it?  __________________________________________________________________________________

3. Is this an editorial or a research paper? How do you know? __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. In this article, the author presents two sides of argument. Which side do you agree with? Which side do you think the author really believes? Why? ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name:
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Scanning for Main Idea
Unit 7, Day 12.1

Aim: _________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Scanning: To ____________________________________ through a text, focusing on clues such as text features, in order to ____________________________________.
Key Points
· In order to complete this research project, you will need to look at many possible sources of information, and _________________________________________________________ to you.
· You can save time by __________________________________ through an article to decide if it is going to be _____________________.
· First, look at _______________________________ (title, subheadings, pictures, captions, and graphics) to try to identify _______________________.
· Then read through the ____________________________________ and the _________________
· _____________________ of the article. Do you know what the main idea is?
· If the main idea is relevant to your question, _________________________________________, and annotate what you read.
Guided Practice

Read the following article excerpt. This article is going to be relevant to one of the research questions listed below. After scanning the article, decide whether you think it is relevant to Question A or Question B.

Question A: What makes a good teacher?

Question B: Do tests measure students’ full potential?
Stop the Standardized Test Tyranny

Standardized testing is a poor way to judge how well schools educate their students. 

Pro: An Overhyped Snapshot 
by Greg Fish
[image: image3.jpg]PRO




What’s wrong with testing, anyway? Let me tell you. 

Under the No Child Left Behind Act, students and their schools are measured by student scores on standardized tests. If schools don’t meet their goals, then they get money taken out of their budgets. What if Johnny or Suzie has a bad day and doesn’t answer enough questions correctly? Well, we’ll just cut the school’s funding to show them we mean business.  Will that really improve educational standards in this country

Standardized tests like the ones developed on a state-by-state basis under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), are random snapshots that evaluate every student based on the same questions. That may be fine for inspecting machines, but humans are good at different things and have different talents. A one-size-fits-all test is no substitute for looking at the overall academic accomplishments of a student.

Even worse, these tests put pressue on teachers to just teach to the test. They leave out art, music, projects, foreign language, and other exciting topics. These extra classes could help students discover their talents and figure out what they want to do in college. 

Finally, it’s much more likely that poor schools, that don’t have enough teachers and textbooks, will be the ones scoring lowest. They already don’t have the money to teach, and now they’ll have even less. While we leave no child behind on paper, we’re damaging our education system with our misplaced trust in standardized testing.
Opinions and conclusions expressed in the BusinessWeek.com Debate Room do not necessarily reflect the views of BusinessWeek, BusinessWeek.com, or The McGraw-Hill Companies.
1. What is the main idea of this article?__________________________________ ___________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who do you think is the intended audience for this article? Who do the authors think will read it and use it?  __________________________________________________________________________________

3. Is this an editorial or a research paper? How do you know? __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. In this article, the author presents an opinion. Do you agree? Why or why not?_____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name:
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Scanning for Main Idea
Unit 7, Day 12.1

Aim: _________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary

Scanning: 
Key Points
· In order to complete this research project, you will need to look at many possible sources of information, and _________________________________________________________ to you.
· You can save time by __________________________________ through an article to decide if it is going to be _____________________.
· First, look at _______________________________ (title, subheadings, pictures, captions, and graphics) to try to identify _______________________.
· Then read through the ____________________________________ and the _________________
· _____________________ of the article. Do you know what the main idea is?
· If the main idea is relevant to your question, _________________________________________, and annotate what you read.
Guided Practice

Read the following article excerpt. This article is going to be relevant to one of the research questions listed below. After scanning the article, decide whether you think it is relevant to Question A or Question B.

Question A: What makes a good teacher?

Question B: Do tests measure students’ full potential?
The Toughest Job

By Michelle Rhee

Monday, February 9, 2009; A17

Washington Post
[image: image4.jpg]



Michelle Rhee is the chancellor of DC Public Schools. She has caused controversy in DC by challenging teachers to improve themselves.
Much has been said and written about education in our city recently, and I want to set the record straight with students, parents and, especially, teachers. My thoughts about teachers have not always come through accurately. Much has been lost that they should know.

I often speak of our district's performance data with sadness and outrage. The situation for our city's children is dire. Yet while I acknowledge the seriousness of the work we face, I want to be clear about something: I do not blame teachers for the low achievement levels.

I have talked with too many teachers to believe this is their fault. I have watched them pour their energy into engaging every student. I know they are working furiously in a system that for many years has not appreciated them -- sometimes not even paying them on time or providing textbooks. Those who categorically blame teachers for the failures of our system are simply wrong.

Rather, teachers are the solution to the vexing problems facing urban education.

In the coming weeks, we will submit a final proposal for a new teacher contract. Through it and other reforms, we can create, together, the most effective and highly compensated educator force in the country. Our key goals:

· Individual choice. Contrary to the rumors, nobody will be forced to give up tenure. All teachers will get a substantial raise. Some may wish to choose an option that includes pay increases and bonuses based on excellence in the classroom. This would result in many teachers doubling their pay, with some making at least $100,000 by year seven.

· Measuring excellence. We cannot rely on test scores alone. Good evaluations of teaching practices must be well rounded. Only some of our teachers work in grades or subjects in which tests are given, so we must use many assessments to measure student growth.

· A growth model of achievement. Many teachers inherit classes of students who are far behind academically. Yet some teachers, even with minimal support, move their students two to three grade levels ahead in a year. Teachers will not be evaluated on an absolute measure but on how far they take their students.

· Protection from arbitrary firings. Some teachers are concerned a principal may want to fire them for reasons unrelated to performance. While principals who do this risk their own jobs (firing effective teachers is a sure way to lower school achievement), we will ensure protections for teachers. We need a fair and transparent process, free from bias and haste, designed with teachers' input.

· Professional development and support. Teachers have told me that many of their hesitations about the contract -- and about me -- center on the pressures that teachers face: "What if my school does not support me? What if I am working my tail off and I still have weeks when my patience is thin and things beyond my control are causing problems?"

Our proposal will provide a framework to navigate these questions with strong programs to support and develop teachers as professionals. Neither will we forget the small things that can weigh down great teachers. For example, we want to reimburse those who buy supplies for their classrooms or use their cellphones to call students and families. We want to compensate teachers when they cover classes for others. I was a teacher. I know how these things add up.

Finally, we have to talk about ineffective teaching, which is not a popular subject. I am not referring to situations in which teachers are trying hard but are frustrated by their daily challenges. I am talking about teaching -- or the absence of teaching -- that shortchanges kids. Do not misunderstand: I do not believe that most of our teachers are shortchanging their students. But in the worst cases, we have teachers who put their feet on their desks and read the paper while students run around. Or they use corporal punishment. Or they intentionally abuse their current contract, leaving for three months at a time and returning for the one day that will keep their job active. We all agree that these people do not belong in the classroom, and we must be able to remove them expeditiously.

I am often asked to name the most important factor in this district's success. It is teachers. It is their classrooms and what happens there, the expectations they set as they push students to go further. Teaching is the toughest job there is: Doing it well can keep you up at night thinking about your students, their stories and your role in their lives. But as teachers know, this work is also sure to surprise and reward. Teachers deserve recognition and respect for their efforts.

Those who teach well deserve the highest compensation we can offer. All teachers -- especially those in one of this country's most challenging districts -- deserve the best professional development available. My hope is that a new agreement will support teachers to continue to love this hard work, to keep doing it and to become even better.

1. What is the main idea of this article?__________________________________ ___________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who do you think is the intended audience for this article? Who do the authors think will read it and use it?  __________________________________________________________________________________

3. Is this an editorial or a research paper? How do you know? __________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you think Rhee is popular by the teachers in DC? How can you tell? Why do you think she needed to write this editorial? _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Name:
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Annotating Your Article
Unit 7, Day 12.2

Aim: How do I annotate my articles to help me locate relevant facts, arguments and quotations?
Vocabulary

Annotate: To write notes on a book or article in order to help your understanding of the text, or to highlight parts of the text that are relevant to your research question.

Key Points

· Once you have decided that an article is relevant to your research question, you need to read the whole thing carefully.

· As you read, keep your research question in mind. Look for sentences or paragraphs that help answer your question, or provide evidence for your opinion.

· Underline, highlight, or post-it the relevant passages.

Guided Practice

Pretend you are answering the question: “Do standardized tests measure a student’s full potential?” Read the following paragraph from “Stop the Standardized Test Tyranny.” Underline, highlight, or post-it any information or arguments that you think will help you answer that question.

Stop the Standardized Test Tyranny

Standardized tests like the ones developed on a state-by-state basis under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), are random snapshots that evaluate every student based on the same set of criteria. That may be fine for inspecting machines, but humans are good at different things and have different talents. A one-size-fits-all test is no substitute for looking at the overall academic accomplishments of a student.

Even worse, connecting the fate of the school and staff salaries to the results of these generic tests gives teachers a strong incentive (reason, motivation) to just teach the test and sacrifice classes that could help their pupils figure out their talents and what they want to study in college. So not only do students end up just studying a test during their education, but their results are not a good measure of their abilities since they’re being specifically coached. It also invites cheating on the part of teachers and unsavory (immoral, unfair) moves by administrators such as pushing out underachieving students to raise their schools’ average scores.























































