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	Teacher:
	Jen Reyes

Ana Romney

Anna Staab

Kim Weber
	Class #
	829
	Lesson Plan Date:
	3/12/09
	Periods and Hours
	7-8

	Lesson Flow
	1) Independent Reading

2) Aim: How can research help us support our opinions?

3) Guided Practice: Group Reading Project

4) Share

5) Aim: Research/Make-up writing

6) Guided Practice: Students will continue working on their make-up midlines and project research. If possible, some researchers can go to library to print.


INDEPENDENT READING

1:20-1:35

	Student
	Conference Topic

	Jacob
	Fountas & Pinnell

	Jamie
	Fountas & Pinnell

	Guided Reading Group
	Reading Strategy

	Jorelize, Casey (if she needs it)—Snow White with Ms. Reyes
	Tone


WORKSHOP PLAN

	AIM:
	STANDARD ADDRESSED:

	How can research help us support our opinions?
	ELA1.08.RE1.02: Students apply thinking skills, such as define, classify, and infer, to interpret data, facts, and ideas from informational texts.
ELA1.08.RE1.03: Students read and follow written multistep directions or procedures to accomplish a task or complete an assignment.

	TIME
	DO NOW
	MS. STAAB & MS. WEBER
	MS. REYES 
	MATERIALS

 

	1:40
	Think back to everything you have learned about school during this unit. What is one opinion that you have that you would like to be able to prove?
	Circulating & Supporting


	Working with JE
	Do Now handouts



	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Writing

VOLUME LEVEL: Whisper
	
	
	

	
	INVESTMENT

	1:40-1:42
	Today you’ll be completing a group reading project on an editorial article published by George Bush’s Administration. You will find out about Bush’s Secretary of Education, Robert Paige, and his opinion on the achievement gap. Paige has many opinions that you may agree or disagree with, just like you agreed or disagreed with Jonathan Kozol’s opinions. But who is right? Answer the questions in your packet to learn how you can use research to gather evidence that supports your opinions. 

	
	MINI-LESSON


	MS. STAAB & MS. WEBER
	MS. REYES & MS. ROMNEY
	MATERIALS



	1:40-1:45
	Vocabulary

Accountability: Being required to report on one’s actions and reach standards

· Many people believe that the cause of the “achievement gap” is lowered expectations. If some students are not expected by their schools to learn much, those students will not learn what they should.
· In order to fight against lowered expectations, the Bush Administration passed a law called the “No Child Left Behind Act.” 
· This law requires all states to set learning standards, and to test students to make sure they reach those standards. 
	Call on student volunteers to read each key point


	As soon as JE gets her notes copied, she can post the vocab words on the word wall with you
	PPT: Key Points

Notes handout



	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Taking notes on key points

VOLUME LEVEL: QUIET
	
	
	

	
	GUIDED PRACTICE


	
	
	

	1:45-1:55
	In this packet you will be asked to look at opinions expressed by Rod Paige, and then brainstorm a method for testing each opinion. Let’s do an example together.

"Any system and any person that gives up on any child because of what he looks like or who his parents are is no less discriminatory than a jeering mob blocking the schoolhouse door. It is every inch the bigotry that once exiled some people to the back of the bus."

This is an opinion because it might not be true for all people. But how could I gather evidence to support this opinion?

A. I could interview people who lived under Jim Crow (segregation) laws

	Staab: Stick close to Adam, Chariie, and Miguel’s table

Weber: Stick close to Jacob, Yira, Jamie, and Carlene’s table
	Working with JE and Takia
	Notes handout

Directions on PPT

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Students are speaking at ONE VOICE volume level, writing silently, and then talking to their tables at a low hum.
	
	
	

	
	SHARE
	
	
	

	1:55-2:00


	Groups share answers about each question

	Practice SLANT
	Supporting
	On Board: Sit Up, Listen, Ask and Answer Questions, Nod, Track

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Speaking and Listening
	
	
	


WORKSHOP PLAN

	AIM:
	STANDARD ADDRESSED:

	How do I publish my coming of age story?
	ELA2.08.WR2.01: Students write original literary texts to develop a narrative

	
	MINI-LESSON
	
	
	

	2:05
	Key Points:

· Every story should have a catchy title that makes the reader want to pick up the story and keep reading.

· Your story may include an image that you draw, or copy from a photograph you find online.


	Explain Sentence Ender chart, listening for punctuation


	Reading w/Jorelize 
	Notes handout



	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Taking notes

 VOLUME LEVEL: ONE VOICE
	
	
	

	
	GUIDED PRACTICE
	
	
	

	2:05-2:10
	Brainstorm 3 possible titles for your coming-of-age story

Draw a sketch of a possible illustration
	Working with Adam; Jacob
	Working with JE
	Notes handout

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Talking and writing, volume level on low hum
	
	
	

	
	INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
	
	
	

	2:10- 2:35


	Begin typing your coming-of-age story. You may take out a laptop and begin typing. 

You MUST SAVE & SEND at 10:10.

Gmail.com

Bda.829

Bda4ever
	Guided Writing: Adam and Jaime

Conferences:

Jacob

Yira
	Writing with JE
	Loose leaf

Conference binder


	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Writing, moving Volume Level: Whisper
	
	
	

	
	SHARE
	
	
	

	2:35-2:40


	Teachers will find a student who has a great paragraph of writing to share.

	SLANTing
	SLANTing
	

	
	STUDENTS ARE…
	
	
	

	
	Writing, volume level quiet
	
	
	


Name:











Date:

ELA/CTT










829

Group Reading Project: The “No Child Left Behind” Act


	Title
	Description
	Group Member Name

	Reader
	This student will be to read the text aloud to the group and make sure that everyone is following along actively.
	

	Scribe/

Discussion Leader
	This student will lead the group when it is time to take notes and answer comprehension questions.  The scribe needs to make sure group members understood the readings and are on task with note taking.
	

	Timer 
	Your job is to keep track of the time to make sure that your group gets all of their assignments done and receives full credit for today’s classwork.  Each step of the directions has an amount of time.  You must write down how many minutes your group took to complete each step, to make sure they stay on schedule.
	

	Editor
	Your job is to collect the answer key from Ms. Staab and lead the group through comparing their answers to the key.  It is very important that you make sure students correct any answers that do not closely match the answer key.
	



	Step
	Direction
	Time
	Completed?

	1
	Assign group jobs.  List the group member’s name in the graphic organizer above.
	2 minutes 
	

	2
	The reader will read aloud the text.  Other group members must be following along actively, annotating the text.
	10 minutes
	

	3
	The scribe leads the group next directing the note taking. All group members must write this information in their packet.
	5 minutes
	

	4
	The editor asks Ms. Reyes, Ms. Staab or Ms. Weber for the answer key and leads the group through the directions on that page.  All answers in the packet for group work must be checked against the answer key to be sure you do not study incorrect information.
	5 minutes 
	


Total= 22 minutes max
Paige Blasts "Soft Bigotry of Low Expectations"

Says Every School Must Teach Every Student to High Level with High Standards

FOR RELEASE:

March 12, 2003 


Contact: Dan Langan, Susan Aspey

(202) 401-1576

The White House

PALO ALTO, Calif. -- In impassioned remarks to the Commonwealth Club of California, U.S. Secretary of Education Rod Paige today blasted what he terms the "soft bigotry of low expectations" and insisted that educators must "let go of the myths and perceptions about who can learn and who can't," so that all children can reach high academic standards.

Paige decried that "some of the biggest skeptics are those whose job it is to believe in children," noting that, "teachers who believe that certain social groups are slower to learn -- and react by lowering the bar for performance -- rob those children of opportunities to grow intellectually and achieve their dreams."

The secretary spoke from the heart when he added that, "any system and any person that gives up on any child because of what he looks like or who his parents are is no less discriminatory than a jeering mob blocking the schoolhouse door. It is every inch the bigotry that once exiled some people to the back of the bus."


Paige's powerful remarks addressed one critical goal of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 -- to correct the previous and pervasive "separate and unequal" education systems that "taught only some students well while the rest -- mostly poor and mostly minority -- floundered or flunked out." Under NCLB, the landmark education reform law that has for the first time injected accountability into state and local education systems, states must develop and implement a single accountability system, including academic standards, assessments and proficiency goals, for all students in a state. Most significantly, all students must make steady progress toward full proficiency by 2013-14. A central principle of NCLB is that holding all children to the same high standards, including high expectations and challenging curricula delivered by highly qualified teachers, will enable all children to excel.


Unlike those who make excuses and insist that "all children cannot learn," advocates of the disadvantaged have applauded and supported the central tenets of NCLB, as well as President Bush's insistence that the progress of each subgroup of students, including low-income, ethnic and racial groups, and children with disabilities and limited English proficiency, be measured and reported for all to see. In that way, educators, schools and parents will have powerful information to improve and target instruction and extra help based on each child's needs.

Paige also added that research shows that teachers tend to under-estimate the intelligence of low-income children, and that their subsequent low expectations have "incredible power" to undermine potential. He cited a Stanford University study that found that high-achieving African-American students perform worse on tests when they are reminded in subtle ways about derogatory stereotypes.

There are "thousands of schools and teachers that are producing incredible results," Paige observed, naming several, and noted that, "it not only can be done, it is being done every day."

For many American middle schools,

achievement is not the top priority

Many kids make it or break it the middle grades -- either they acquire the academic knowledge and skills they need to achieve in high school (and life), or they fall so far behind they drop out or drift through high school with little hope of a successful future.

Sadly, many students in America's middle schoolsare adrift. The results of the Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMMS) tell the story. While 4th graders in the United States rank among the top five nations in math and science skills, by the end of 8th grade, the performance of American middle schools ranks below many third-world countries.

This achievement gap is most acute among our nation's poorest students who attend rural and inner-city schools. Some of these students may be lucky enough to have teachers and principals who care, but those caring educators often fail to push their students to achieve academically.

In many middle schools that serve large numbers of poor kids, the students' diverse needs simply overwhelm the teaching and learning process. The focus of the school shifts from academic achievement to student support. This is even more likely in schools where the academic mission is unclear, and where standards vary from classroom to classroom. Precisely because the lives of so many kids are dangerous, troubled, and stressful, these middle schools must be challenged to help their students develop high levels of competence.

But let's not let schools with a more middle-class profile off the hook. The truth is, very few middle schools anywhere in America provide a sufficiently rigorous and challenging academic environment for their students. The test scores may look better in the suburbs, but the evidence suggests that thousands of complacent middle schools are also wasting student potential.

From the point of view of the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation, the goal of reform is both simple and daunting: Every student should be able to meet high standards in mathematics, science, language arts, and social studies by the end of eighth grade. To reach that goal, the Foundation believes, educators and communities must first face the hard reality that current practices do not produce the results students need. Only principals and teachers can change these practices. Rather than focus obsessively on what they do not control, educators need to recognize what they do control and use the power they have to reform themselves and their schools in ways that will increase student achievement.

"Middle school reform," says Hayes Mizell, director of Clark's Program for Student Achievement, "requires the courage to question long-standing assumptions, the determination to break away from negative attitudes and ineffective curricula and teaching methodologies, the humility to recognize that maybe someone else has knowledge and experience from which you can learn, and the resourcefulness to look both within and beyond the local school and the local school system for promising practices. It requires risk-taking. It requires putting the achievement of your students first and letting nothing stand in the way. It is the most difficult and important work imaginable."

MiddleWeb challenges all middle schools and middle grades educators to reexamine themselves and reject the common wisdom that middle schoolers are developmentally unprepared for high academic achievement. We report on schools and educators who are exploding that myth, and we offer resources and ideas that determined teachers and principals can use to break the cycle of underachievement that condemns so many young adolescents to a life of low expectations.




Directions Checklist








How does the “No Child Left Behind” Act try to solve the problem of the achievement gap? __________


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________





According to Paige, what is the cause of the achievement gap in our school system? _______________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Group Jobs








