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Unit 7: School by the Students

Quiz 1: Study Guide

Part 1: Vocabulary

Write a definition for each of these terms in your own words, and answer the questions about the terms. Use your notes handouts!

Research: _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

What is an example of a possible research question about school? ___________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Achievement gap: ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Name three possible causes of the achievement gap. _____________________

________________________________________________________________

Accountability:___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

How can testing provide greater accountability in schools, according to the article you read yesterday? __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 2: History of Public Schooling

Name one thing that Horace Mann did to contribute to the development of public schools in New England.____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Why did Horace Mann think public schooling was important? (Hint: What does Mann mean when he says “the public should no longer remain ignorant and free”?) __________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Name one thing that ex-slaves did to contribute to the development of public schools in the South._______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Why did ex-slaves think public schooling was important? 

(Hint: During slavery, it was illegal to teach slaves to read or write. One slave said of this, ““There is one sin that slavery committed against me which I will never forgive. It robbed me of my education.” How did it help slave-owners to keep control over slaves if they could not read or write?) ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 3: School’s Purpose

What did John Dewey believe was the purpose of school? __________________

________________________________________________________________

According to Dewey, how do students learn best? ________________________

________________________________________________________________

What did John Bobbitt believe was the purpose of school? __________________

________________________________________________________________

According to Bobbitt, how do students learn best? ________________________

________________________________________________________________

What is one thing we do in school today that Dewey would approve of? _______

________________________________________________________________

What is one thing we do in school today that Bobbitt would approve of? _______

________________________________________________________________

Study Guide: Vocabulary

Research: A thorough, systematic process of inquiry or investigation in order to answer an important question.

Some of your research questions include:

1. How do schools today compare to schools of the 1800s?

2. What makes a good teacher?

3. Why are students tested?

4. How do the expectations in a CTT class compare to those in a general education class?

Achievement gap: When students are tested, certain groups of students get higher test scores than other groups of students. White and upper/middle class students tend to get higher scores than students of color and lower middle class and poor students. 

Jonathan Kozol believes the achievement gap is caused by racial and economic segregation and unequal school funding.

Rod Paige believes the achievement gap is caused by lowered expectations for poor students and students of color.

Accountability: Being required to report on one’s actions and reach standards.

The article you read yesterday on the “No Child Left Behind” Act explains that some students are held to a lower standard than other students. If all students are required to pass the same test, than all students will be held to the same standard. Schools will be required to report their students’ test scores, so schools will be accountable for their students’ learning. 
Study Guide: History

Horace Mann

When Horace Mann was appointed secretary of the newly created board of education of Massachusetts in 1837, he had no special interest in education. He only wanted the job because it was a paid office position established by the legislation. But the more he learned about education in Massachusetts, the more passionate he became about his work. He held teachers’ conventions, delivered lectures around the state, and began introducing legislation that would provide free, public education for all the children of Massachusetts.

As he argued in The Common School Journal in 1838, he believed that public education in his state should be founded on 6 principles. Those six main principles were: (1) the public should no longer remain ignorant and free, (2) that such education should be paid for, controlled, and sustained by an interested public; (3) that this education will be best provided in schools that embrace children of all diversities; (4) that this education must be non-sectarian
; (5) that this education must be taught by the spirit, methods, and discipline of a free society; and (6) that education should be provided by well-trained, professional teachers. 

In 1852, the state of Massachusetts followed Mann’s lead, and established a system of schools that would provide a free education, funded by the tax payers, for all the children of Massachusetts. Many other states began to replicate the Massachusetts model. For this reason, Mann is often considered "the father of American public education.”

Ex-Slaves

Blacks emerged from slavery with a strong belief in the desirability of learning to read and write. This belief was expressed in the pride with which they talked of other ex-slaves who learned to read or write in slavery. It was expressed in the intensity and the frequency of their anger at slavery for keeping them illiterate.
 “There is one sin that slavery committed against me,” professed one ex-slave, “which I will never forgive. It robbed me of my education.”

At the end of the Civil War in 1865, the federal government began supporting black schools. The next year, the government closed all black schools in the New Orleans area in order to save money. Tens of thousands of black parents petitioned the government to reopen the schools, offering to pay for the schools with higher taxes. As one official stated, “It was affecting
 to examine [the petition] and note the names and marks [x]
 of such a long list of parents, ignorant themselves, but begging that their children might be educated, promising that from beneath their present burdens, and out of their extreme poverty, they would pay for it.”

Ex-slaves used their resources first in a grass-roots movement to build, fund, and staff schools as a practical right. Then, black politicians and leaders joined with Republicans to legalize public education in the constitutions of former Confederate slave states. By 1870, every southern state had specific provisions in its constitution to assure a public school system financed by a state fund.

Study Guide: Purpose

John Dewey

· Dewey worked as a teacher in Pennsylvania, and then as the head of an experimental school for elementary school students at the University of Chicago.
· Dewey believed that public education was one of the most important building blocks of a democracy. In order for the people of a society to govern themselves, he said, they would have to be prepared to communicate with each other. This could only be done through shared education.
· Dewey believed that students should be in charge of their own learning, and that students would learn better if they studied what was interesting and relevant to them.
In his own words…

· “Education…is a process of living, not a preparation for living. The school must represent life—life as real and vital to the child as that which he carries on in the home, in the neighborhood, or on the playground…Much of present education fails because it neglects this fundamental [important] principle of the school as a form of community life.”

· “Interests are the signs and symptoms of growing power. I believe that they represent dawning capacities [abilities]. To repress [ignore a student’s] interests is to substitute the adult for the child, and so to weaken intellectual curiosity and alertness, to suppress initiative, and to deaden interest.”

John Franklin Bobbitt

· Bobbitt was a Professor at the University of Chicago, like Dewey.

· He was interested in making school as efficient as possible. He wanted to use the scientific method to test which form of education would work best.

· Bobbitt thought it was very important to have specific aims laid out for students to learn. Those aims were meant to prepare students for their lives as adults. Therefore, school content shouldn’t be based on what students were interested in, but on what they would need to know to succeed in their future careers.

· In order to figure out what careers students would most likely join, Bobbitt and his colleagues introduced intelligence testing in order to sort students into high and low level classes. 

In his own words…

· “Education is primarily for adult life, not for child life. Its fundamental responsibility is to prepare for the fifty years of adulthood, not for child life.”

Examples of the Bobbitt’s objectives (aims) that should be taught in school include:

· “…[A]n attitude and desire of obedience…to the laws which appear to exist in the nature of things”
· The “ability to read and interpret facts expressed by commonly used types of graphs, diagrams, and statistical tables”
· “Ability to properly care for the feet.”
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Unit 7, Quiz 1:

School by the Students

I. Vocabulary

Define the following terms.

1. Research: ___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2. Achievement gap: _____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. Accountability: ________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

II. History

Read the following passage about Horace Mann and then answer the questions that follow.

Horace Mann

When Horace Mann was appointed secretary of the newly created board of education of Massachusetts in 1837, he had no special interest in education. He only wanted the job because it was a paid office position established by the legislation. But the more he learned about education in Massachusetts, the more passionate he became about his work. He held teachers’ conventions, delivered lectures around the state, and began introducing legislation that would provide free, public education for all the children of Massachusetts.

As he argued in The Common School Journal in 1838, he believed that public education in his state should be founded on 6 principles. Those six main principles were: (1) the public should no longer remain ignorant and free, (2) that such education should be paid for, controlled, and sustained by an interested public; (3) that this education will be best provided in schools that embrace children of all diversities; (4) that this education must be non-sectarian
; (5) that this education must be taught by the spirit, methods, and discipline of a free society; and (6) that education should be provided by well-trained, professional teachers. 

In 1852, the state of Massachusetts followed Mann’s lead, and established a system of schools that would provide a free education, funded by the tax payers, for all the children of Massachusetts. Many other states began to replicate the Massachusetts model. For this reason, Mann is often considered "the father of American public education.”

4. What did Horace Mann do to push for public education in Massachusetts? _________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Which of the following is a reason for public education, according to Mann?

a) If the public is free to run its own government, then it must be well-educated, not ignorant.

b) Schools must be accountable for what they teach.

c) Only through public education can the problem of the achievement gap be solved.

Read the following passage about ex-slaves and then answer the questions that follow.

Ex-Slaves

Blacks emerged from slavery with a strong belief in the desirability of learning to read and write. This belief was expressed in the pride with which they talked of other ex-slaves who learned to read or write in slavery. It was expressed in the intensity and the frequency of their anger at slavery for keeping them illiterate.
 “There is one sin that slavery committed against me,” professed one ex-slave, “which I will never forgive. It robbed me of my education.”

At the end of the Civil War in 1865, the federal government began supporting black schools. The next year, the government closed all black schools in the New Orleans area in order to save money. Tens of thousands of black parents petitioned the government to reopen the schools, offering to pay for the schools with higher taxes. As one official stated, “It was affecting
 to examine [the petition] and note the names and marks [x]
 of such a long list of parents, ignorant themselves, but begging that their children might be educated, promising that from beneath their present burdens, and out of their extreme poverty, they would pay for it.”

Ex-slaves used their resources first in a grass-roots movement to build, fund, and staff schools as a practical right. Then, black politicians and leaders joined with Republicans to legalize public education in the constitutions of former Confederate slave states. By 1870, every southern state had specific provisions in its constitution to assure a public school system financed by a state fund.

6. Why were slaves so determined to establish public education for all the children of the South?

a) Slave-owners had used slaves’ illiteracy against them, to prevent them from gaining their own power. Ex-slaves wanted to protect their children against this control.

b) Ex-slaves knew that if their children were educated, they would have opportunities to hold many different kinds of jobs, rather than having just one option of working on a farm.

c) The government tried to shut down black schools when money was short, so blacks knew they needed their right to an education guaranteed by the law in order to protect it.

d) All of the above

7. What is one thing ex-slaves did to fight for public education? ____________________

______________________________________________________________________

III. Purpose

Read the following quotations from John Dewey and John Bobbit. Use them to answer the question that follows.

John Dewey

· “Education…is a process of living, not a preparation for living. The school must represent life—life as real and vital to the child as that which he carries on in the home, in the neighborhood, or on the playground…Much of present education fails because it neglects this fundamental [important] principle of the school as a form of community life.”

· “Interests are the signs and symptoms of growing power. I believe that they represent dawning capacities [abilities]. To repress [ignore a student’s] interests is to substitute the adult for the child, and so to weaken intellectual curiosity and alertness, to suppress initiative, and to deaden interest.”

John Franklin Bobbitt

· “Education is primarily for adult life, not for child life. Its fundamental responsibility is to prepare for the fifty years of adulthood, not for child life.”

Examples of the Bobbitt’s objectives (aims) that should be taught in school include:

· “…[A]n attitude and desire of obedience…to the laws which appear to exist in the nature of things”
· The “ability to read and interpret facts expressed by commonly used types of graphs, diagrams, and statistical tables”
· “Ability to properly care for the feet.”
8. (3 points) Imagine that you are a teacher planning a school lesson. Decide whether you want to follow the advice of Dewey, or Bobbitt. Describe to me what you would ask your students to do. Explain why either Dewey, or Bobbitt, would approve of this lesson.

(It is okay to use a lesson or activity we have done in class!)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Unit 7, Quiz 1:

School by the Students

I. Vocabulary

Match the following terms to their definitions.

___1. Research

___2. Achievement gap

___3. Accountability

A. The difference between the test scores of white, upper/middle class students, and the test scores of power/lower class students of color.

B. Requiring schools to meet standards, and to report on their progress towards those standards

C. A thorough, systematic process of inquiry or investigation in order to answer an important question.
II. History

Read the following passage about Horace Mann and then answer the questions that follow.

Horace Mann

When Horace Mann was appointed secretary of the newly created board of education of Massachusetts in 1837, he had no special interest in education. He only wanted the job because it was a paid office position established by the legislation. But the more he learned about education in Massachusetts, the more passionate he became about his work. He held teachers’ conventions, delivered lectures around the state, and began introducing legislation that would provide free, public education for all the children of Massachusetts.

As he argued in The Common School Journal in 1838, he believed that public education in his state should be founded on 6 principles. Those six main principles were: (1) the public should no longer remain ignorant and free, (2) that such education should be paid for, controlled, and sustained by an interested public; (3) that this education will be best provided in schools that embrace children of all diversities; (4) that this education must be non-sectarian
; (5) that this education must be taught by the spirit, methods, and discipline of a free society; and (6) that education should be provided by well-trained, professional teachers. 

In 1852, the state of Massachusetts followed Mann’s lead, and established a system of schools that would provide a free education, funded by the tax payers, for all the children of Massachusetts. Many other states began to replicate the Massachusetts model. For this reason, Mann is often considered "the father of American public education.”

4. What did Horace Mann do to push for public education in Massachusetts? _________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. According to Mann, why was public education necessary?

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read the following passage about ex-slaves and then answer the questions that follow.

Ex-Slaves

Blacks emerged from slavery with a strong belief in the desirability of learning to read and write. This belief was expressed in the pride with which they talked of other ex-slaves who learned to read or write in slavery. It was expressed in the intensity and the frequency of their anger at slavery for keeping them illiterate.
 “There is one sin that slavery committed against me,” professed one ex-slave, “which I will never forgive. It robbed me of my education.”

At the end of the Civil War in 1865, the federal government began supporting black schools. The next year, the government closed all black schools in the New Orleans area in order to save money. Tens of thousands of black parents petitioned the government to reopen the schools, offering to pay for the schools with higher taxes. As one official stated, “It was affecting
 to examine [the petition] and note the names and marks [x]
 of such a long list of parents, ignorant themselves, but begging that their children might be educated, promising that from beneath their present burdens, and out of their extreme poverty, they would pay for it.”

Ex-slaves used their resources first in a grass-roots movement to build, fund, and staff schools as a practical right. Then, black politicians and leaders joined with Republicans to legalize public education in the constitutions of former Confederate slave states. By 1870, every southern state had specific provisions in its constitution to assure a public school system financed by a state fund.

6. Why were slaves so determined to establish public education for all the children of the South?

______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is one thing ex-slaves did to fight for public education? ____________________

______________________________________________________________________

III. Purpose

Read the following quotations from John Dewey and John Bobbit. Use them to answer the question that follows.

John Dewey

· “Education…is a process of living, not a preparation for living. The school must represent life—life as real and vital to the child as that which he carries on in the home, in the neighborhood, or on the playground…Much of present education fails because it neglects this fundamental [important] principle of the school as a form of community life.”

· “Interests are the signs and symptoms of growing power. I believe that they represent dawning capacities [abilities]. To repress [ignore a student’s] interests is to substitute the adult for the child, and so to weaken intellectual curiosity and alertness, to suppress initiative, and to deaden interest.”

John Franklin Bobbitt

· “Education is primarily for adult life, not for child life. Its fundamental responsibility is to prepare for the fifty years of adulthood, not for child life.”

Examples of the Bobbitt’s objectives (aims) that should be taught in school include:

· “…[A]n attitude and desire of obedience…to the laws which appear to exist in the nature of things”
· The “ability to read and interpret facts expressed by commonly used types of graphs, diagrams, and statistical tables”
· “Ability to properly care for the feet.”
8. Read the following school activity, and tell me whether this is something that Dewey or Bobbitt would approve of.

A) Students must learn how to manage their own money. Each student in the class is given a “weekly paycheck,” and he must record what he earns and what he spends in his “checkbook.”

Dewey or Bobbitt?

How do you know?______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

B) A class decides to put on a play. Each student chooses what they will do for the play according to what they are interested in. Some students write the play, others paint scenery, others act, others find music to set the mood.

Dewey or Bobbitt?

How do you know?______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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